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complete and it knows nothing of them. The ego has scarcely
even the vaguest notion of the incredibly important regulative
function of the sympathetic nervous system. What the
ego comprehends is perhaps the least part of that which
complete consciousness would include within itself.
The ego can therefore be only a partial complex. Is it
perhaps that unique complex whose inner cohesion means
consciousness ? But is not perhaps every interconnexion
of psychic elements consciousness ? It is not altogether
clear why the union of a certain part of the sense functions
and a certain part of the memory material should make up
consciousness, while this should not be true of the inter-
connexion of other parts of the psyche. The complex of
seeing, or hearing, has a strong and well-organized inner
unity. There is no reason to assume that this unity could
not be consciousness as well. As the case of the deaf, dumb,
and blind Helen Keller shows, the sense of touch and the
bodily sensations are sufficient to make consciousness possible,
at any rate a consciousness limited to these senses. I there-
fore think of the ego-consciousness as a synthesis of the
various ' sense-consciousnesses ' in which the independence of
these separate consciousnesses is submerged in the unity
of the dominating ego.
Since the ego-consciousness by no means embraces all
psychic activities and phenomena, that is to say, since it does
not contain all the record-images within itself, and since the
will cannot by any effort force itself into certain regions
that are closed to it, the question arises whether there may
not be a cohesion of all psychic activities similar to that of the
ego-consciousness. This might be conceived as a higher
or enlarged consciousness, in which our ego would be an
objective content; just as, for example, the activity of sight
is an object of my consciousness, and as this activity is
fused with others, so in the wider consciousness the ego
would be fused into a wider coordination with the unconscious
activities unknown to me. Our ego-consciousness might be

